But, imperfect as these principles confessedly are, they are perhaps the best which the nature of the subject will admit, and certainly much better than those formerly adopted.
By the ancient physicians, the several articles of the materia medica were spoken of, in conformity to the system of pathology then in vogue, principally according to their supposed virtues of determining the fluids to and from certain parts, of promoting the desired concoctions of morbid matters, of drawing abscesses to an head, or evacuating their contents, of stopping haemorrhages, uniting wounds, cleansing and healing ulcers, and so forth; and, even after the revival of letters, the same views prevailed among the early writers on the materia medica. At that time the majority of diseases was attributed to an " aicpaaia," consisting in an inordinate flow to certain organs of the one or other of the four principal fluids of the body, the object of which was supposed to be to promote the concoction and subsequent expulsion of certain crude morbific matters, imagined to be collected in these organs, against which, as against an invading power, these fluids were detached by the conservative principle of the body.
Hence arose the well-known axiom " ubi irritatio, ibi fluxus;" and it was only, or chiefly, for the purpose of co-operating with these supposed salutary operations of nature, that medicines in general were formerly administered.
These views alone prevail in the writings of Bauhin, Columna, Fallopius, and the other early writers on the materia medica in modern times; nor was the system of things much improved by the addition of the antalkaline and antacid remedies of the chemists, or Is it necessary to imagine that there must be an increased determination of blood to these organs, to explain the operation of a diuretic medicine, upon the presumption that the 450 pounds, just mentioned as their daily allowance, cannot of themselves spare half a dozen ounces more than usual to be turned into urine? The action of these, as well as all other evacuant medicines, is evidently upon the capillary arteries of the part, to the specific irritability of which they are adapted; and the accumulation of blood in this part, necessary to increased secretion, is owing to the diminished action of these arteries; a necessary consequence of the increased irritation to which they have been exposed. 
